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This document has been prepared solely for informational and analytical purposes and 

does not constitute legal advice, legal opinion, or official interpretation of the legislation of 

Turkmenistan or any other jurisdiction. The content herein is a general summary of 

selected legislative amendments and is not intended to be exhaustive, definitive, or a 

substitute for detailed legal research. No part of this analysis should be relied upon as an 

authoritative explanation of the law, nor should it be cited or treated as an official 

commentary, guidance, or regulatory position. 

 

Neither the author nor the issuing organisation accepts any responsibility or liability for 

any loss, damage, or consequence arising from reliance on the information contained in 

this document. Readers are expressly advised that the application and interpretation of 

legal provisions depend on the specific facts and circumstances of each case, and that 

laws, regulations, and official interpretations may change without notice. 

 

Users of this document should seek independent legal advice from qualified professionals 

and refer exclusively to the official, published texts of the relevant laws, regulations, and 

governmental guidance before making any decisions, undertaking compliance actions, or 

forming any legal conclusions based on the materials presented herein. 
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Brief Analysis 
 

 

Amendments to the Law of Turkmenistan “On Migration” 

Comprehensive amendments introduce a transition to a unified information system 

operated by the State Migration Service, alongside with expanded use of biometric 

technologies. Entry and exit control are carried out using biometric data at border crossing 

points. The system known as the “Electronic Gate” is introduced to automate border 

control procedures. 

Registration, renewal of registration, and deregistration of foreign citizens must now be 

carried out exclusively in electronic form via the State Migration Service’s information 

system. Data on foreign nationals is collected, stored, and processed in a centralized 

system with access restricted to authorized bodies. 

Foreign citizens are required to register at their place of residence within three business 

days of entry into the country (excluding the day of arrival). Registration must also be 

renewed within three business days following an extension of a visa or other legal basis for 

stay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotels and accommodation providers are effectively integrated into the migration control 

system, requiring mandatory data submission within 24 hours, technical integration with 

state information systems, and increased administrative workload. 

Special registration procedures have been established for: 

• tourists; 

• transit passengers; 

• crews of international transport; 

• participants in international events; 

• employees and participants in free economic zones. 

For these categories, registration may be completed at the border or through a simplified 

procedure for short-term stays. Simplified procedures for tourists and short-term visitors 

include automatic or border-based registration mechanisms, which contribute to reducing 

bureaucratic barriers to short-term entry and increasing the appeal of short-term business 

and tourist travel. 

Overall, the amendments create a highly centralized digital migration control system. For 

businesses, this represents a shift toward a strict digital compliance regime, where timely 

and accurate fulfilment of migration obligations becomes a key regulatory requirement. 

In the long term, the system is expected to provide greater predictability and standardized 

interaction with state authorities. 
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Amendments to the Law of Turkmenistan “On Accounting and Financial Reporting”  

Amendments have been introduced to accounting legislation aimed at strengthening state 

regulation and further centralizing the governance of the accounting and financial reporting 

system. 

Regulatory authority over accounting has been clarified: the Ministry of Finance and 

Economy of Turkmenistan performs these functions jointly with the Central Bank of 

Turkmenistan. 

Amendments to the law introduced a 

provision stating that the Regulation on 

the Chief Accountant, which governs the 

activities of the chief accountant, is 

approved by the President of 

Turkmenistan. 

It has been established that accountants 

employed under contract to perform 

accounting duties must comply with the 

requirements of Turkmenistan’s 

legislation. Previously, such requirements 

were defined by the Ministry of Finance 

and Economy; they are now directly regulated at the legislative level. 

These amendments are aimed at centralizing accounting regulation and strengthening 

state control over financial reporting practices. For businesses, this results in more 

formalized compliance obligations and stricter qualification and legal requirements for 

accounting personnel. 

Amendments to the Law of Turkmenistan “On the Licensing of Certain Types of Activities” 

and the Law of Turkmenistan “On Motor Roads and Road Activities”  

Amendments have been made to Turkmenistan’s legislation regarding the licensing 

procedure for business activities and the system of state administration in the field of 

highways and road operations. 

The provision stating that the term of a license to carry out a licensed type of activity could 

not be less than three years has been revoked, as has the rule allowing, upon application, for 

a license term of less than three years but not less than one year. Thus, the regulation of 

license validity periods has been standardized, eliminating the possibility of individually 

shortening the term upon the applicant’s request. 

At the same time, the license issuance period has been shortened: a license is now issued 

within three business days instead of the previously established five business days following 

the submission of a document confirming payment of the state fee. It is also clarified that 

the state fee may be paid either by the license applicant or by another person. 

Regarding state management of the road sector, the structure of the authorized bodies has 

been changed. The Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan and the Ministry of Roads of 

Turkmenistan have been designated as the bodies responsible for state regulation and 

management in the field of highways and road activities. The State Agency for Highway 

Construction Management has been dissolved. 

Overall, the changes are aimed at streamlining administrative licensing procedures, 

simplifying certain requirements, and simultaneously centralizing the road sector 

management system at the ministerial and government levels.  
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